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Alien Plant Eradication                                              
 

We are pleased to report that the Alien Tree Eradication program is well under way on the two Golf 

Course properties and, by the time this is published, will have entered its third month.  Good news is 

that we have been requested by the two Estate Chairmen, to work together with their respective 

managers, to prepare an overall alien eradication program incorporating the golf courses and the two 

estates.  Our objective would be to bring the alien infestation under control over the entire area.  It is 

our intention to involve as many of the residents who wish to get involved in this project. 

  

Since the implementation of the program, we have had a number of requests from concerned residents 

asking “What can we do?”  Remember that approximately 80% of the invasive alien plants that have 

already spread into the environment were originally introduced by man as ornamentals, garden or 

utility plants.  Prevention of new invasions is essential and as such a high priority is being given to 

“stopping the spread” of emerging weeds (potential invaders) that are presently flourishing in our 

gardens.  Here are some common emerging weeds found in gardens, so look out for them and please 

remove them and replant with indigenous material: 
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(1) Purple Heart Tradescantia pallid    (2) Potato Creeper  (3) Madagascar periwinkle Catharanthus roseus (4) Kikuyu 

Grass Pennisetum clandestinum (5) Jacaranda Jacaranda mimosifolio  (6) Goosefoot plants Syngonium spp (7) 

Dutchman’s pipe Aristolochia elegans  (8) Creeping inch plants Callisia repens (9) Agave / Sisal Agave sisalana  (10)  

Wandering Jew Tradescantia zebrina (11) Umbrella Tree Schefflera actinophylla (12)  Sword Fern Nephrolepis Kikuyu  

 

As this third month of operation draws to a close and we reflect on the experiences ‘on the ground’, it 

is interesting to note the alarming number of previously undetected invaders and particularly the 

density of some of these (for example: Invading Ageratum (Ageratum conyzoides) and Singapore 

daisy (Thelechitonia / Widelia trilobata)).  
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                 Singapore daisy                      Ginger Lily                  Invading Ageratum               Singapore daisy  

                    Widelia trilobata                     Hedychium                Ageratum conyzoides            Widelia trilobata 

 

Both of these are CARA (Conservation of Agricultural Resources Act) Category 1 invaders and 

represent particularly heavy infestations on course 2.  An easily accessible spot to view these invaders 

is the Environmentally Protected Area on the right of the T-Box at the 15th hole, Course 2.  As you 

can see from the above photographs, these plants are beautiful, but extremely invasive.  Look out for 

them in your garden. 

 

The following are additional species which were not included in our initial assessment, but have 

subsequently been discovered on our properties: 

 

Common Name                   Scientific Name                         Category 

 

Invading ageratum            Ageratum conyzoides                   1 

Balloon Vine                        Cardiospermum grandiflorum            1 

Crofton Weed                      Ageratina adenophora                        1 

Ginger Lilies   Hedychium gardnerianum            1 

Indian Shot                        Canna indica                               1 

Leucaena                           Leucaena leucocephala              2 

Morning Glories               Ipomoea indica                                 1 

Patula Pine                     Pinus patula                                2 

Pickerel Weed                    Pontederia cordata                        3 

Water Lettuce                  Pistia stratiotes                              1 

Yellow Bells                        Tecoma stans                                 1 

Mexican Sunflower             Tithonia diversifolia                       1 

Sword Fern                       Nephrolepis exaltata                        3 

Singapore Daisy               Thelechitonia / Wedelia trilobata      1 

Giant Spanish reed            Arundo donax                 1 

Red water fern (aquatic)    Azolla filiculoides           1 

Jacaranda    Jacaranda mimosifolio              3 

Lebbeck tree                   Albizia lebbeck -            1 

Australian brush cherry   Syzigium paniculatum         Emerging  

Sisal    Agave sisalana                      3 

Scotch thistle                  Cirsium vulgare             1 

Fountain grass                 Pennisetum setaceum    1 

Ant tree                           Triplaris americana         1 

Jambolan    Syzigium cumini                            3 

Madeira vine                    Anredera cordifolia         1 

 

Although not all of these invaders have to be removed (for example the Jacaranda 

mimosifolio, which is a category 3 tree and thus does not have to be removed unless within 30m of a 

dam or watercourse) although no more may be planted, the majority are in fact CARA Category 1 

invaders.  
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Work to date has been concentrated on three holes on course 2: 

 

10th Hole 

 

The watercourse to the right of the T-box and halfway down the left of the fairway has been cleared 

of the following: Ageratum conyzoides (Invading Ageratum – the infestation on the 10th has been the 

worst we’ve encountered so far, with truckloads removed), Litsea glutinosa (Indian Laurel - Large)   

Solanum mauritianum (Huge Bugweed Trees), Syzigium paniculatum   (Australian Brush Cherry - 

heavy infestation).  We also removed a severely dense infestation of Nephrolepis exaltata (Sword 

Fern) which had completely taken over the left bank next to the T-Box, uncovering as we did a 

number of small tree’s (Erythrina lysistemon – Common Coral Tree) which may be useful in 

transplanting to other areas on the courses.  This infestation will probably take a number of sweeps to 

clear as the roots are particularly dense and difficult to remove. 

 

 

               
Huge Solanum mauritianum                 Ageratum conyzoides                 Ageratum conyzoides                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

(Bugweed) found near                          collected for removal                   Mechanical removal  

                                              the 10th                                           from the 10th                                  by hand 

 

11th Hole 

 

The EPA down the right hand side of the fairway all the way to the green and back down the other 

side has had its initial sweep.  The right hand side was particularly dense with sections of different 

types of invaders whilst the left hand side was surprisingly clear.  Removals included Chromolaena 

odarata (Triffid Weed) – lots of small plants and seedlings, Litsea glutinosa (Indian Laurel) – small 

seedlings as well as a number of larger examples up to 4 cm trunks and up to 2 metres high, Schinus 

terebinthifolius (Brazilian Pepper) seedlings, Creeper Removal including Anredera cordifolia 

(Madeira vine) and Ipomoea indica (Morning Glory) – extremely dense and Psidium guajava 

(Guava).  Mechanical extraction was utilized in all cases and safely removed to the dump site. 

 

       
                                Anredera cordifolia                  Anredera cordifolia                  Litsea glutinosa  

                                    (Madeira vine) infesting                Removed to dump                tree’s removed from 

                                      Near the 11th green                              Site                              EPA 11th Fairway 

 

15th Hole 

 

The EPA down the left hand side of the fairway leading towards the green was cleared.  Species 

removed include Ageratum conyzoides (Invading Ageratum – this was particularly dense), Schinus 

Terebinthifolius (Pepper Tree – some comparatively large specimens), Chromolaena odorata (Triffid 

Weed – very big specimens – nearly 3 metres high – a plant like this can produce 
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over one million seeds), Thelechitonia/Wedelia trilobata (Singapore Daisy – mild infestation) and 

Ipomoea indica (Morning Glory).  In all cases the preferred method was mechanical where the plant 

was removed including the roots.  In cases where this was not possible due to the size of the trees, the 

trunks were stumped and chemical control applied. The right hand side of the fairway (EPA), along 

the watercourse, has not yet commenced.  This watercourse is heavily infected with many invaders, 

particularly Thelechitonia/Wedelia trilobata (Singapore Daisy), which is notoriously difficult to 

eradicate. 

 
Bibliography: Invasive Alien Plants in Kwazulu-Natal Management and Control 
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