
Khuculula 
 

 
 

Alien Plant Eradicators 
 

Alien Plant Eradication & Tree Maintenance 

 
Since the inception of this program nearly six months ago we have made great inroads towards the 

eradication of Alien Invasive Vegetation and have, inter alia, conducted a full alien infestation assessment, 

identifying the various areas of concern.  We have also prepared a detailed program implementing the 

controls, management and ultimate elimination of the various alien species.  The “buy in” and 

encouragement we receive from residents on a daily basis is both encouraging and motivating and we thank 

you for it. 

 

In the past two months, we have removed, amongst others, the following invasive species from both course 

1 and 2: Schinus terebinthifolius (Brazilian Pepper), Chromolaena odorata (Triffid Weed), Litsea glutinosa 

(Indian Laurel), Solanum mauritianum (Bugweed), Ageratum conyzoides (Invading Ageratum), Triplaris 

americana (Ant Trees) and Ipomoea indica (Morning Glory). 

 

These removals utilized both mechanical and chemical extraction methods and encompassed large mature 

specimens (fully grown trees) as well as seedlings, saplings and thick vegetation.  Although not an alien 

invader, the woody Chrysanthemoides growing in the Environmentally Protected Area adjacent to the 6th 

hole, course 2 has, inter alia, been seriously cut back (this was the only way to physically reach the vast 

tracts of Chromolaena odorata it was harboring) and so creating an area which is now ready for re-foresting.  

A number of mature, healthy examples of Albizia adianthifolia (Flat Crown), Trichilia emetica (Natal 

Mahogany) and other species were rescued from the overgrowth and these will provide an ideal canopy for 

further plantings. 

 

The grove of fifteen Triplaris americana (Ant Trees) that were growing on the right hand side of the 15th 

Fairway (course 1) has been removed.  We utilized mechanical removal via the stumping method of 

extraction followed by chemical treatment.  We have communicated this to the South African National 

Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) and have sent them photographs of the removal as well as of the Podocarpus 

henkelii (Henkel’s Yellowwood) with which they were replaced (which is our National Tree) .   

 

In line with our vision to replace alien invaders with indigenous trees, we have established a nursery and this 

is progressing most successfully with nearly 800 trees propagated thus far.  Some of the trees being grown 

include the Dovyalis caffra (Kei Apple), Zanthoxylum capense (Small Knobwood), Ptaeroxylon obliquum 

(Sneezewood), Mimusops obovata (Red Milkwood), Acacia robusta (Ankle / Brack Thorn), Umzimbeet, 

Afzelia quanzensis (Pod Mahogany), Trichilia emetica (Natal Mahogany), Schotia brachypetala (Weeping 

Boer-bean) and Syzigium cordatum (Umdoni Water-berry). 

 

Invasive aquatic plants cost South Africa millions of rands every year to control.  They invade major rivers, 

dams, lakes and irrigation canals.  They disrupt navigation, fishing and other recreational activities, 

adversely affect water-flow, increase the loss of water from storage dams and pose a serious threat to hydro-

electric installations.  High densities of the plants degrade aquatic ecosystems and are a threat to 

biodiversity.  One of the major problems in the fight against invasive aquatic plants is that infestations often 

spread alarmingly before their danger is realized. 

 

Fortunately we have picked up the spread of Pistia stratiotes (Water lettuce) in our dams reasonably early 

although it is spreading fast.  The plants consist of a rosette of leaves with a tuft of long, fibrous roots 

beneath.  The plants resemble floating lettuces.  The leaves are pale yellow/green, closely overlapping, 

ribbed, with many longitudinal veins radiating from the base, and softly hairy on both surfaces. 
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Water lettuce thrives in nutrient rich water and can completely cover a water surface. Mats clog waterways 

and irrigation equipment, reduce water-flow and provide a breeding place for mosquitoes and bilharzia-

carrying snails.  Dense mats reduce light penetration, reduce oxygen levels, result in poor water quality and 

threaten indigenous aquatic plant and animal life.  The plants are poisonous causing intense internal 

irritation. 

 

There is a very successful Biocontrol agent (Neohydronomus affinis) which is essentially a leaf-feeding and 

leaf-mining weevil available.  We are currently in discussions with a representative of the Working for 

Water program to be supplied with these Bio-control agents as an added armament in our fight against this 

particularly aggressive invasive. 

 

For more information on Alien Eradication or Indigenous Trees, please contact Alistair or Trevor McWade 

on 072 743 7506 or drop us a line at khuculula@gmail.com.  By the way, for all of you who enquired, 

“Khuculula” means “Clean Up” in Zulu. 

 

The information relating to invasive aquatic plants with thanks to “Invasive Aquatic Plants” by Lesley 

Henderson and Carina J Cilliers 
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