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You will all have noticed that the rains have finally arrived – beautiful, life-giving rains and we are so 

grateful.  My Dad, Trevor McWade, who was our resident “Tree Man” passed away on Tuesday.  He was my 

inspiration, my mentor and teacher, and instilled in me my love for conservation and wildlife and 
especially my love of trees.  One of Mom’s friends related a local folklore – “When a good man dies – it 

always rains, the heavens cry”. I’m sure you all know how scarce good rains have been around here of 

late.  We’ve been experiencing a drought, and Pani Dam was the lowest level on record during this past 

winter. On the day Dad passed we had 65mm of rain and I’m pleased to say that the dam filled overnight. 

I would say that nature’s voice has spoken more eloquently than I ever could. 

 
With the rains comes the “growing season” and whilst this provides us with nature’s bounty in the form of 

fodder for the game as well as shelter and nesting material for the birds; it also results in an explosion of 

invasive alien species.  We are going to have our hands full over the next six months and I would ask you 

all to be vigilant with regard to these plants, as well as emerging invasives (which we covered in Bird’s Eye 

View earlier this year) in your own gardens. Since the implementation of the program, we have had a 
number of requests from concerned residents asking “What can we do?”  Remember that approximately 

80% of the invasive alien plants that have already spread into the environment were originally introduced 

by man as ornamentals, garden or utility plants. Khuculula has now been approved by the landscaping 

and environment committee of MECCEMA 2 as a landscape maintenance supplier, so if you need any 

advice, please do not hesitate to give me a call on (072) 743 7506 or drop me a line at 

khuculula@gmail.com. 
 

A number of trees on both courses are coming into flower or fruit at the moment and are breathtaking in 

their beauty.  Whilst some are easily noticed with bright, large flowers, others are more subtle and shy but 

equally attractive.  For all the walkers and potential tree lovers, I thought it would be educational to give 

them some publicity and inspire you to identify and learn about them.   
 

Millettia grandis (Umzimbeet)  

This is an attractive shade tree, which can also be grown as a specimen tree, to display its grey bark, 

coppery red young leaves and flower buds, lilac to purple flowers, and golden pods, which “pop” when they 

are ripe, showering the surrounding areas with seeds and making a distinctive “popping” sound.  The 

attractive flowers, which occur in summer, are pea-shaped, mauve to purple and held in an upright 
inflorescence on the ends of the branches.  They emerge from velvety, rusty-brown buds, which are formed 

in spring.  Children are fascinated by them and the buck love to eat the seeds which are very high in 

protein.  One often sees the Impala scrabbling for the seeds on the 18th fairway, Course 2.  I have had 

great success propagating Umzimbeet in our nursery: encourage your kids to try it at home.  Umzimbeet 

are usually grown from fresh seed which may be placed in hot water to soak overnight (Seed can be 
collected off the ground throughout our courses and on the estate). Fresh seed germinates very well. One 

should plant seedlings into nursery bags at the two-leaf stage. Young trees will transplant easily and they 

are fast growing (0.8 to 1 m per year) in favourable conditions. This tree likes ample water and can 

withstand several degrees of frost, particularly when older. It makes a very shapely, attractive specimen 

with seasonal interest for the garden. 
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Schotia brachypetala (Weeping Boer-bean) 

This is a handsome, medium to large tree with a wide-spreading, densely branched, rounded crown. It has 

a single trunk that sometimes branches low down. Trees can reach a height of 22 m, but most commonly 

grow 11 to 16 m. The foliage is reddish to coppery when young, turning bright green and maturing to a 

glossy dark green. In warm frost-free areas this tree is evergreen, but in colder regions it is deciduous, 
losing its leaves for a short period in winter to spring. 

 

The flowers are a rich, deep red, and are produced in masses, in dense branched heads on the old wood 

during spring (Aug-Nov). The flowering time is somewhat irregular in that a tree in bloom may be a few 

metres away from one that has no sign of flowers. This irregularity is of value to the nectar feeding birds, 

and ensures a longer feeding season.  The benefit of planting this tree lies not only in its attractive flower, 
but in the hordes of birds it attracts.  My Dad had a Schotia next to his sun-deck in Zululand, and his 

bird club mates once sat and enjoyed about eight different varieties of sunbird in it simultaneously, as 

well as a number of other birds, such as Barbets.  Schotia attracts a wide variety of birds, animals and 

insects and is a noisy, hive of activity while in flower. Nectar-feeding birds, particularly sunbirds, bees and 

insects feed on the nectar. Insect-eating birds feed on the insects attracted by the flowers. Starlings, 

monkeys and baboons eat the flowers, monkeys eat the seeds, birds eat the aril on the seeds and the 
leaves are browsed by game; black rhino also eat the bark. The latter visitors, of course, are only expected 

in game reserves. 

 

Schotia brachypetala with its decorative foliage, showy flowers and symmetric shapely habit is an excellent 

tree for gardens and parks, but it is not advisable to plant it over paved areas, car parks etc, because of 

the dripping nectar in the spring. It nevertheless makes a good shade tree and although it looks good in a 
large landscape or standing alone as a specimen tree, it is also suitable for smaller gardens. 

 

The flowers produce copious amounts of nectar, which over-flows and drips or 'weeps' from the flowers 

and may be the origin of the common name, the weeping boer-bean, or huilboerboon in Afrikaans. The 

name could also be derived from the spittle bug, Ptyelus grossus, a small insect that parasitises Schotia, 

sucking up the sap which it then excretes as froth that collect and drips down the branches, but as it also 
parasitises other trees, the dripping nectar is the more likely, and attractive, origin. The boer-bean 

(farmer's bean) part of the name, was earned by all the species of Schotia, because of their edible seeds, 

and their resemblance to the original boerboon, Vicia faba, the domestic broadbean. I have also enjoyed 

great success in propagating this tree and they will grow easily at home, although not as quickly as the 

Umzimbeet. 

 

   
 
My Dad was much loved for the informal tree walks he would lead, and in his honour, I would like to 

initiate a monthly walk through the golf course, forests and surrounds – we have an amazing variety of 

trees and these trails are always infused with tales and folklore associated with the various species.  If you 

are keen, please make contact – I am sure you will the experience worthwhile and rewarding.  There are a 

number of very knowledgeable “tree fundis” living amongst us and the combined knowledge base should 

make for some interesting times, to say the least. 
 

Alistair McWade 


