
Environment and Tree Maintenance 
 

Although summer is upon us, the average temperatures have been slow to rise and the past two months have 

been extremely busy on the courses with high winds and rainfall recorded.  As a result our tree maintenance and 

alien eradication team have had their work cut out for them with high growth rates and numerous trees falling 

down in the rain and wind. 

 

The tree walk advertized in the Spring Edition (in recognition of Arbor Week) took place on Course 2, along the 

Pani Forest, and was a great success with approximately 75 Club and Rotarian Members attending.  The next 

walk is scheduled for Monday the 19th December and if anybody would like to attend, please drop me a line on 

allymcwade@gmail.com.  In line with this years “International Year of the Forest” with the particular theme 

“Trees for People” I will be showing off some of the clubs prime specimens on Course 1 with reference to their 

usefulness to mankind and including historical facts.  An example of this would be the Sideroxylon inerme 

(White Milkwood) found between the 7th and 8th fairways.  This is a particularly handsome tree of which three  

in South Africa have been declared heritage sites (one of which is the famous “Post Office Tree” in Mossel Bay.  

In 1500 Pedro de Alaide, on his return journey from the east, left a letter in a shoe or iron pot under a large tree. 

In the letter he warned of troubles he had encountered near Calcutta. In 1501 this letter was found by Joao da 

Nova, en route to India. In this way the first Post Office in South Africa was founded. The large tree, a 

Milkwood, has been declared a provincial heritage site and is generally known as the Post Office Tree. Any mail 

posted in the shoe under the tree gets the special post office tree frank. Da Nova was so grateful for de Alaide’s 

timely warning that he erected a small stone hermitage to be used for religious purposes. This was the first 

religious building erected in South Africa. The wooden cross stands where it is thought the chapel or hermitage 

was built.  I am sure that most residents will find this walk fascinating whether a tree enthusiast or not. 

 

The tree maintenance and alien eradication program involves many different elements and as so many of you 

have asked what it is we actually do, I thought I’d give a brief summary here.   

 

Pruning – We prune trees for a number of reasons, some of which are unique to Golf Courses.  Generally trees 

are pruned to ensure that they attain the correct shape and are healthy.  Most of the time when big trees or 

branches fall in the heavy rains or wind (which are expensive to clean up as they require manpower, fuel, 

equipment including chain saws, tractors and trailers, and, most importantly, space in our dump).  We also prune 

lower branches to allow mowers access when maintaining fairways and the like and to keep golf cart paths clear.  

Mulching, Compost and Fertilization – Mulching around the young trees is very important as it helps keep the 

soil cool and moist (it is very labour intensive for us to water trees manually with a spray rig) as well as 

retarding re-growth of weeds in the tree bowl.  This is important because weeding the tree bowls is time 

consuming and labour intensive.  The tree baskets (used to protect young growth from buck) need to be removed  

and replaced every time we weed.  The baskets and steel pegs (which hold them down in times of high wind) are 

made up by our team in house. The stumps from the 50 mature alien trees removed recently were used to make 

the mulch we use in the tree bowls and the club has recently commenced a compost program whereby we make 

our own compost from grass clippings and other matter which is freely available on the courses.  We use this 

compost when planting new trees and hope to use it in the club gardens in the near future.  Two years ago, the 

club started an indigenous nursery on course 1.  Here we grow indigenous trees to replace the alien invasives we 

remove and have propagated over 1000 trees to date. 

 

I hope that gives a small insight into what our team contributes to the courses.  If anybody has any tree related 

queries or needs any advice, please don’t hesitate to get in touch 

 

Alistair McWade 

mailto:allymcwade@gmail.com

