
Golf Course Activities – Tree Maintenance and  Alien Invasives 

 

• The 8th dam has been cleared of the invasive alien water lettuce.  This took 
approximately two months to complete and is looking fantastic.  There are small 

pockets of the weed found amongst the tall reeds which proved impossible to 

retrieve.  I have, however, been promised some of the Water Weevil mentioned in 

previous articles within the next month.  These Water Weevils will keep the 

population at an acceptable level and should alleviate having to spend man hours 

on these tasks in the future 

• Eight trees were transplanted from the new “Camelot 2” building site with the help 
of the civil engineer, Jacques Marais and Leon Kapp and his team.  This was a bit of 

a rush job as we only had two days to complete the exercise before Spring Treatment 

started.  I’m pleased to report that it looks like most of the trees are already 

producing new buds.  They were planted down the right hand side of the 12th 

fairway and the 18th fairway, course 1. 

• The EPA area between the 7th and 8th holes on course 1 has been completely cleared 

of alien invasive weeds including, inter alia,  Blackjack, Chromoalena, and Litsea 
glutinosa.  This was a mammoth undertaking and I’m particularly pleased with the 

result especially as a number of trees planted in previous years are now visible and 

looking good. 

• Pruning of trees on both courses as well as cutting up and removing fallen trees has 

been completed. 

• A Ficus sycamorous and two Trichilia emeticas donated by Sue Shafto have been 

planted on the course 2.  To my knowledge this is the first Sycomorous on the 

courses and is a magnificent large tree which should become an impressive feature 
as well as provide good shelter and fodder for wildlife and birds in years to come. 

• I have also commenced planting Dovyalis caffra (Kei Apples) propagated in our 

nursery on course 2.  These trees are magnets for birds and wildlife and produce a 

wonderful Apricot type fruit which are enjoyed by monkeys and people alike. 

 

I am growing cuttings of the bougainvillea creeper to plant against the dead Umdoni which 
was transplanted from the middle of the fairway on the first hole, course 1.  This should 

climb the dead tree fairly quickly and produce a lovely display of colour.  To remove the tree 

would be extremely expensive and difficult to say nothing of having to transport it. 

 

I am further researching the process of stimulating roots from Ficus Natalensis utilizing 

root hormone powder and compost in plastic bags, before cutting the truncheons.  If 
successful, this will provide nice sized trees with a much greater chance of survival than 

simply planting truncheons.  I have identified appropriate candidates with on the 7th 

fairway and will keep you advised as to progress. 

 

 

Alistair McWade 


